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English

I am telling you now is our Xiamen tradition of celebrating Chinese New Year. In
Xiamen, at midnight on New Year's Eve, we have to set up "opening cannons" at the main
entrance, and the loud noise of the firecrackers means that the Nian beast will be scared
away. So, it won't come to our house to disturb us in the new year, so our whole family will
be safe and sound in the new year. After the firecrackers are set off, the red firecracker
paper must be bounced inside and outside the house, which means that the house will be
prosperous and safe throughout the year. The firecracker paper scattered on the ground will
not be swept away until after the fifteenth day of the first lunar month. They think sweeping
away the firecracker paper too early will not bless us and bring bad things to the family.
During New Year's Day, all the lights in the house are turned on from morning to night,
which is called "Tian Ding." Because the words "ding" and "lamp" are the same sound in
the Xiamen dialect, it is believed that if the lamp is lit all the time, a new male member will
be coming to the family. Girls are not allowed to wash their hair on the first and fifteenth
day of the first lunar month. The older generation attaches great importance to these two
days. They will worship gods, make sacrifices to ancestors, and seek peace for the family
during these two days, so they think that if a woman washes her hair during these two days,
it will bring some bad luck to the family. So they forbid women to wash their hair these
two days. In addition, Xiamen people will arrange different activities on different days
during the Chinese New Year. For example, on the first day of the new year, our whole
family will stay at home to gamble, play mahjong, poker, etc. We will also eat vegetarian
dishes, especially the "seven kinds of dishes," which are designated seven kinds of
vegetables, each of which has a different meaning, such as making a fortune. Then on the
second day, all of us will go to the wife's parents' house to pay New Year's greetings, reunite,
receive red pockets, etc. On the 4th day, we will give New Year's greetings to alumni and
friends, so this is the New Year's custom of the Xiamen people.



